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 Whitefield News  

By Cheryle Joslyn 

   Have you finished reading 

that really great book you 

were given for Christmas? 

Wait, before you just leave it 

to collect dust on the top shelf, 

consider sharing it with others 

who might enjoy reading it 

also. Books are sometimes 

difficult to part with it, but for 

what other purpose do they 

serve than to be read? Thanks 

to Stephen Smith, we have a 

new means of sharing books 

here in Whitefield. You have 

probably driven by and seen 

the tall, colorful structure near 

the Whitefield Superette. Per-

haps you have even opened 

the doors to that wooden box 

and discovered the treasures 

within. 

   As a young boy growing up in Whitefield and 

attending Whitefield Elementary School in the 

early 1980's, Stephen loved library time, and he 

had a special connection with li-

brarian Jane Hellegers. In fact, 

many Whitefield students had a 

special connection to Jane. Her 

warm and gentle spirit welcomed 

all young readers into the library. 

She opened the magic door to 

them at an early age with her read

-alouds to kindergarteners  

squeezed in around her to hear her 

inviting voice read of some fan-

tastical adventure. Jane was a one-

of-a-kind "great" teacher, and she 

left her treasure with Stephen. 

   Stephen said he was a 

"bookworm" growing up. He likes 

to quote the Roman officer and 

encyclopedist, Pliny the Elder: 

"There is no book so bad that 

some good can not be got out of 

it." Pliny, indeed, read everything 

he could obtain. It is obvious that 

Stephen's thirst for books was 

quite similar. Now working as an 

attorney at the Augusta law firm 

Lipman & Katz, he recently com-

bined his passion for reading and his fond memo-

ries of Hellegers by building the Little Free Li-

brary in her honor.  

   Whitefield needs a public library, but lacks the 

budget for a full-blown traditional library,ò said 

Smith. ñWhenever I think of libraries and librari-

ans, I think of Mrs. Hellegers. I built the Little 

Free Library because she helped nurture a genera-

tion of children reading, and reading has taken me 

to some wonderful places.ò The Jane Hellegers 

Memorial Little Free Library welcomes all ages to 

be "taken to some wonderful place". 

   The origin of the Little Free Library is quite 

recent. In 2009, Todd Bol from Hudson, Wiscon-

sin, its founder, started a worldwide phenomenon, 

or a "water cooler of literacy," as he described it.  

At his wife's garage sale, he displayed some books 

in a miniature red schoolhouse. The books were 

traded or given away in honor of his late mother 

who had taught neighborhood kids how to read. 

Now, there are 20,000 Little Free Libraries in 80 

countries, and Whitefield has one of them. 

   The Whitefield box is a unique community con-

nector. It is always unlocked and holds books that 

are free for the public to take and return, or to add 

to the library collection as many have already 

done. Smithôs memorial library is larger than 

most, with three shelves for Continued on Pg. 2         

Jane Hellegers Memorial - Little Free 

Library   "Take a book, Return a book" 
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January Notices 
 

Donôt forget to license you 

Dogs! 
 

Food PantryðJanuary 2nd, St. 

Denis Hall  1-3pm 

Storm Shelter 
   Whenever there is a 

large storm or any 

other large scale dis-

aster that impacts our 

town, the fire station will be open 

as a warming shelter where peo-

ple can come, have some coffee, 

get water and the latest infor-

mation on the situation. We are in 

contact with Lincoln County 

Emergency Management giving 

us the latest updates. We will 

address any needs or concerns of 

our community until the emer-

gency is over. The station's 
phone number is 549-
6125.  Alternately, people can 
contact the Lincoln County Com-

munications Center at 549-7072. 

Happy Farm River 

Trail opens 
   Due to inclement weather, the 

planned December 18 opening 

ceremony with the Whitefield 

School student body was can-

celled. Nonetheless, this beautiful 

trail through fields, forest and 

along the Sheepscot River is now 

open to walking, snowshoeing 

and cross-country skiing. Thank 

you to landowners Brad Bowden, 

Robin and Pat Chase, the Sheep-

scot Valley Conservation Associ-

ation, trail volunteers Kit Pfeiffer, 

David Elliot, Steve Patton, David 

Wright, Carole Cifrino, Ed 

Mooney, Bill McKeen, Libby 

Harmon and Jessica George. 

   The Whitefield Trail Commit-

tee will be planning a springtime 

event involving Whitefield stu-

dents.  (see picture on Pg. 4) 



Small business community  

forum 
   You are invited to a small business workshop on 

January 10, 2015 from 9:00AM to 11:00AM at Sheep-

scot General.  The workshop will be presented by local business-

man, Ed Karass, owner of Karass Financial & Accounting located 

at 737 Townhouse Road. Mark your calendars for the workshop 

that will include information about business ideas, business struc-

tures, startup considerations, business plans, managing, and re-

sources in the area for help with tax and business support. The 

presentation will be helpful for farmers and business owners and 

will provide an opportunity to compare plans and ideas with your 

neighbors. Selectmen will be present. 

Free Library from Pg. 1   books, so there is plenty of space to accom-

modate the interest of a variety of readers. 

   Jane Hellegers's legacy as a librarian and a human being left quite 

an impression on Stephen. "I have felt that access to libraries is key to 

opening young imaginations. While literacy is not a big issue nowa-

days, our modern cul-

ture does not value our 

priceless literary and 

cultural patrimony. 

Libraries help ground 

us in the past and look 

into the future," Ste-

phen noted. 

   Whitefield, fortu-

nately, also has other 

places where books are 

cherished. Our school 

serves as one of these 

places. The Whitefield 

school library remains 

a welcoming spot for 

its students. The cozy 

"nook" (corner) dedi-

cated to Mrs. Helleg-

ers is a favorite amongst the younger students who enjoy being read 

to by their new librarian, Mrs. Nason. For the older students who are 

now learning how to access books from the Maine State Library on 

their ipads, there are still shelves of paperbacks, hardcovers, and peri-

odicals to enjoy, and the library space is still a popular "go-to" spot 

for quiet inspiration. 

   Sheepscot General Store also has a "free to borrow" book space 

which was started by Austin Moore and his daughter, Becky, when 

they first opened the farm's store. There are children's books, movies, 

books on health, agriculture, and more. Community volunteers keep 

the resources organized, and more help is always welcome. It's easy 

to borrow a book for one month by simply checking it out at the 

counter. 

   Additionally, there are books to borrow at the Whitefield Recycling 

Center located behind the town office. You are welcome to take these 

books, return when you are ready, and discard unwanted books here 

as well. The center is open Saturdays from 8:00 AM to noon. You 

never know what treasure has been dropped off. 

   Check out all of these resources offered in our town, find a book, 

allow your imagination to venture, and share your experience with 

your family, friends and neighbors. Enjoy a good book! 

These Whitefield School students are enjoying a rainy 
day in the library nook!          Photo by Cheryle Joslyn 

Whitefield Budget Committee 
   Discussions on the Whitefield budget for the fiscal year July 

1, 2015  to June 30, 2016 will begin on Tuesday January 6th at 

7PM in the fire station. The discussions will continue each 

Tuesday in January until completion and then go to Town 

meeting in March. Budget committee members are Barry Tib-

betts, Charlene Donahue, Carl Ribeiro, Malinda Caron, Erik 

Ekholm, David Hayden, Taryn Marcus and Simon Frost. Key 

considerations that the budget Committee and Select Board will 

be evaluating relate to the recommendations of the road com-

mittee and potential changes in Town Office staffing. 

   The public is encouraged to attend these meetings. The draft 

budget as it progresses through the process will be available on 

the Town website. 

New Deputy Town Clerk 
   At its December 16th meeting, the Select 

board appointed Deborah Willette of Jef-

ferson as Deputy Town Clerk. Deborah 

holds a degree in business administration 

from the University of Southern Maine 

and has extensive financial experience 

including banking, stock and bond transac-

tions, mortgage lending, payroll, credit 

card services and fraud detection. She also 

served as part time Assistant Town Clerk 

for Whitefield from 2002-2006. She cur-

rently works for Edward Jones in Camden.  

   As Deputy Town Clerk, Deborah will be responsible for tax col-

lection, voter registration, hunting and fishing licenses, motor vehi-

cle registration, voter registration and other functions. 

   Please join us in welcoming Deborah to the Town Office where 

she will start on January 2nd. 

Deborah Willette 
Submitted Photo 



Whitefield Historical Society 
 ñJust Yesterdayò 

From Emma Chase's diary 
1934 

Thursday, January  25 

Central Maine sent bulbs and Harry is to attend to street lights. He is a lamplighter 

now. 

Tuesday, January 30 

Awful cold children all wore two coats to school. Norman went to dance Rooseveltôs 

Birthday ball for Warm Springs foundation. 

1935 

Tuesday, January 8 

Horace Tarrôs house burned while he was in Gardiner with family. I went to fire with 

Chet and Kay all burned down 

Tuesday, January 16 

I went to Ladiesô Aid down to Hall we sewed for Horace Tarrôs children I run ma-

chine all day . Took our lunch 

(Note of interest:  Horrace 

Tarr's house was located 

on Rt. 194, where Phil and 

Barbara Russell now live. 

Evelyn Tarr Joslyn was 

Horace's oldest child. She 

was six when the house 

burned. She recalls that her 

family had taken George 

Hunnington to Farming-

dale to see a relative. 

They didn't know of 

the fire until they came 

home. They did indeed lose everything! She and her sisters were boarded at the Felt 

farm for three and a half years. Her parents lived and worked at the Augusta State 

Hospital during that time until they were able to move into the house across the road 

where Evelyn still resides.) 

1937 

Wednesday, January 20 

I am listening to Rooseveltôs inauguration. It is raining in Washington. Wonderful 

thing this radio. It is being broadcast all over the world. This is the first time the presi-

dent has taken oath on January 20th. 

Jane Chase, Whitefield Historical Society 

HVNC helps outfit young skiers 
Submitted by HVNC 

   Recent cold temperatures turn our 

thoughts to winter and winter fun. 

Hidden Valley Nature Center (HVNC) 

in Jefferson is dedicated to making it 

possible for everybody to enjoy win-

ter. For the past two years HVNC has 

teamed up with the Maine Winter 

Sports Center and their Health 

Hometowns program to get kids in 

the community outfitted with quality 

cross country ski equipment. On No-

vember 19th HVNC volunteers and staff hosted a Ski Fit Session for 

young skiers, ages kindergarten to eighth grade and arranged to lease over 

sixty pairs of skis! 

   Kids participating in the HVNC program will take home a set of skis, 

boots, poles, and a ski bag for the entire season for just $65. Participants 

can ski where and whenever they want all winter long. HVNC has orga-

Tarr home  Photo submitted by the Whitefield Historical Society 

Photo submitted by HVNC 

Whitefield School students need 

your help 
By Kit Pfeiffer 

 

   This school year there are several worthy programs which 

the Whitefield Elementary School students are helping to fi-

nance by doing some fun fundraisers. Itôs an important part of 

their education to 

work for some-

thing they really 

want to do. Hereôs 

how you can help 

them out!  

   The sixth grade 

students will 

spend five days at 

Camp Kieve in Nobleboro in early April in an experiential 

education program to develop team-building skills, such as 

working together to solve hands-on problems and navigating 

a ropes course. Attending Kieve as a sixth grader has been a 

tradition at Whitefield Elementary School, but this yearôs 

school budget could not fund it. To continue this tradition of 

learning beneficial life skills, the sixth grade students have set 

up an online campaign at www.gofundme.com/hhdjy4. They 

also plan a quilt raffle and a bottle drive in the winter. 

   Again this year, the fifth graders will take an educational trip 
to Boston in late May or early June. They will be walking the 

Freedom Trail starting at the Bunker Hill Monument and stop-

ping along the way to see many historical attractions.  The 

students will be learning about all of these places before they 

go, so the day will have rich meaning.  To help raise money 

for their trip, the fifth graders run the school store and will 

hold a raffle later in the winter. 

   Sports are essential in middle school because it builds confi-

dence, wellness and teamwork. A baseball team is planned for 

the spring, as well as a return of softball, and uniforms are 

needed for these and other team sports. For the first time this 

year, student athletes will be selling sweatshirts, t-shirts and 

other athletic items with the Whitefield Wildcats logo on it. A 

portion of all sales goes to the schoolôs athletic programs.   

   An annual tradition is the eighth gradersô class trip at the end 

of the year, to celebrate their graduation from elementary 

school. Theyôre discussing a few day trips to locations right 

here in Maine, and their fundraising includes a Holiday Raffle 

and movie nights once a month after school.  

   Please show your support for our elementary students by 

donating to one of their fundraising efforts. They will certainly 

benefit from your generosity. You can drop off a donation to 

any of these projects at the Whitefield School or mail it to 164 

Grand Army Road, Whitefield, ME 04353. 

nized several events to help young skiers put their equipment to 

use. Early in the year there will be an ñSki Waxing Basicsò 

class. 

   HVNC will also offer the annual Kids XC-Ski Clinic for kids 

ages 5-12. The clinic, starting on Saturday January 3 and run-

ning for six consecutive Saturdays, is a great place for skiers of 

different levels to gain confidence and enjoy HVNCôs trails. 

Instructors use fun, non-competitive methods to get the skiers 

out on the trails having fun each week. For more information 

about upcoming events visit www.hvnc.org or call 207-200-

8840. 


