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   All fishermen, as far as I can tell, 

are patient, persistent and optimis-

tic. These are necessary traits for a 

fisherman because they sometimes 

sit in a boat all day, keep going 

back to the same fishing spot, and 

continue to be optimistic theyôll 

catch something.   

   George Fergusson is a fisherman, 

both literally and figuratively. In 

the literal sense you will find 

George out on Clary Lake almost 

every day in good weather, rod in 

hand, with a smile on his face. In 

the figurative sense, George em-

bodies all the qualities of a fisher-

man in the relentless single-minded 

eleven year battle to save Clary Lake. That 

battle was won at last on October 13th when 

the Clary Lake Association filed their deed for 

the long contested ownership of the Clary 

Lake dam.   

   I sat down with George and his wife, 

Margaret, last week to talk about Georgeôs 

love of the lake. He told me that in 1922 his 

grandfather, who was an opera singer and 

voice teacher, was attracted to the area as a 

result of visits with friends from the New 
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England Conservatory of Music in Boston. They 

bought the Old Choate Farm as a summer place on 

the lake, along with 110 

adjoining acres. In 1945 

the farm was given to his 

parents as a wedding 

present where they spent 

summers with their 

children, George and Jean.  

George recounted his 

many lazy and idyllic days 

fishing on the lake with his 

best friend, Robert 

Giampetruzzi, whom he 

met when he was just five 

years old. George 

commented, ñIt was a 

great life on the lake. We 

fished all the time, smoked 

cigars, and were inseparable.ò    

   Georgeôs family moved to the Choate Farm from 

their home in Massachusetts in 1971.  In 1960 

Georgeôs father was instrumental in starting what 

would become the Clary Lake Association, and in 

fact, wrote the first Clary Lake newsletter, the same 

newsletter George now edits and publishes. When 

his parents passed away, George and Jean inherited 

the property. Jean built a house on the property 

across the road from the farm. Continued on Pg. 2  

Town Voting in November and March 
by Tony Marple 
 

   In addition to the election of the District 88 State Representative and the Governor, a state 

referendum, and four state bond votes, there will be two Whitefield ordinances on the ballot. 

The first is the local junkyard ordinance which makes enforcement of state law more straight-

forward for the town. The second is a simple set of rules for visitors at the Coopers Mills view-

ing site where the dam was located, the most important of which is to not block access to the 

fire hydrant. This ordinance is needed to allow the Lincoln County Sheriffôs Department to 

enforce the rules when necessary. Copies of the ordinances are available at the town office and 

on the town website.   

   Tuesday, November 6 voting will occur at the fire station from 8:00am to 8:00pm. 

   Next March there will be two Select Board positions up for election, and three Planning Board positions. The 

Select Board currently meets weekly, and is considering meeting every other week starting next spring, except when weekly meetings are 

necessary such as during the budget season. The Planning Board meets monthly, unless additional meetings are necessary. 

   We encourage you to vote on November 6 and to consider running for these open positions in March. For those who decide to run, state 

law now requires that nomination papers become available at the town office on December 6 and be returned with the signatures of at least 

25 registered Whitefield voters by January 11. Most candidates get a few extra signatures just in case any turn out to be invalid. 

   See you at the polls! 

Holiday Events: 
 

Kings Mills Union Hall 

Craft Fair November 

3rd, 10-2 pm Join lo-

cal crafters to support your 

community and get a jump on 

gifts for the season. 
 

 7th Annual Windsor PAWS 

PTO Holiday Craft/Vendor 

Fair  being held at Windsor Ele-

mentary School, 366 Ridge Rd, 

Windsor. Saturday, November 

17th, 9 am - 2 pm. Call 592-3313 

or email wespaws@gmail.com   
 

Sheepscot General  

Holiday Bazaar, December 1st, 

5-8 pm. Our famous bazaar 

featuring local food, artisan, 

and craftspeople. Great for all 

your gift-giving needs.  
 

Kings Mills Union Hall Christ-

mas Program  

December 2nd, 3-5 pm  Santa 

arrives at 4 pm. 

George Fergusson  Photo by Margaret 

Fergusson 



Fergusson from Pg. 1   In 1979 George married Nancy Bell. They also lived on 

the property in what had been the old Game Warden camp on Clary Lake. 

He and Nancy built their house on the property in 1985 where they raised 

their children, Colin and Liz. George and Bob Bills set up shop as 

surveyors, in the old farm house in 

1987 and then Fergusson and 

Associates in 1991. He worked for 

several computer companies as a 

consultant and now is happily retired. 

In 2010 his wife Nancy passed away. 

Colin and his partner, Sara Roy live 

in the old farm house today. The 

house partially burned in 2016.   

   George was president of the Clary 

Lake Association for four years when 

it became apparent there was going to 

be a water level crisis after the pur-

chase of the dam by Pleasant Pond 

Mill, LLC. George admits he never 

could have foreseen the long battle 

ahead. The original water level peti-

tion was filed in 2005, but then 

dropped. The next petition was filed on 

January 3, 2012 as a citizenôs initiative with the Clary Lake Association 

members as "interveners" after the lake was lowered over five feet. And 

now, over 6 years after the petition was filed, the Clary Lake Association 

owns the dam. In a posting 

George said, ñWe own the 

dam. Iôve been waiting to 

say that for more than seven 

years.ò George 

acknowledges the many 

people who made it possible 

and particularly the Clary 

Lake Association Board .  

    In 2011 George met and 

married Margaret Lawton, 

who has been his champion 

and support during these 

contentious times. Margaret 

is Irish after all. Sheôs used to 

a good fight for a good cause. Margaret says, ñGeorge has been sleeping, 

eating, and living the initiative; itôs been all-consumingé.but he doesnôt 

regret a moment.ò She remarked about the battle for the dam, ñThey stole 

something from us that wasnôt theirs to take.ò  George concurs, nods his 

head, smiles from ear to ear and says, ñBut, we own the dam.ò 

The Jeff Monteith Family  -  "A.J Mowing" 
 

   There are numerous folks who help make things hap-

pen well in Whitfield. It is evident all over the place, but 

sometimes there are situations where the helpers are NOT 

from Whitfield. Such is the Monteith Family; Jeff, 

Amanda, 

and Col-

by. 

   The 

Mon-

teith's 

maintain 

the Whit-

field 

Cemetery 

south of 

Kings 

Mills. 

They go 

way be-

yond what 

is expected of them to ensure that the memories of the 

interned are shown respect. 

   The entire family attends our annual spring meeting to 

answer questions or to ask permission to do those "extra 

things" at the cemetery that they do not expect to be com-

pensated for. While the committee was discussing the 

repair of the old sign (once residing high over the main 

gate),  Amanda leaned over her dad's shoulder and quiet-

ly asked if they could do the work just as a donation. Ear-

ly in the summer, they removed the sign and spent nearly 

forty hours hand- sanding , priming, and painting our 

sign with ñBlack Hammered Paintò. Now attached to the 

left of the main gate, it serves as a reminder of the many 

volunteers who have helped to keep our cemetery clean, 

and respectable. 

   There are numerous other ñextraò things" that they do 

from Spring to Fall that are unsolicited by the committee. 

They are willing to share about their contributions if 

asked, so stop by next Summer and discover how one 

family from another town goes the extra mile for White-

field. Thank you, Monteith's Family! 

 

(photo and article courtesy Dan Joslyn, Whitefield 
Cemetery Corporation) Photo by Margaret Fergusson 
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